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Grand Societal Challenges

Nature-Based City Initiative

Credit: IUCN 
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Human Health Challenges

Climate change - induced risks
Paris, heat stress Copenhagen, flooding London, air pollution 

Nature-Based City Initiative
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• Depression
• Obesity
• Diabetes
• Little human to human interactions
• Pandemics such as COVID-19

Human Health and Wellbeing

Human Health Challenges

Nature-Based City Initiative
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•  Living solutions inspired and 
supported by nature that 
simultaneously provide environmental, 
social and economic benefits and help 
to build resilience 

•  Solutions that bring more nature 
and natural features and processes 
into cities, landscapes and seascapes, 
through locally adapted, resource-
efficient and systemic interventions 

What are Nature-Based Solutions?

Nature-Based City Initiative



Nature-Based Interventions in Public Spaces

Nature-Based City Initiative

Credit: Klimatek Project 2016, Nature-based solutions for local climate adaptation in the Basque Country
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Văcărești Natural Park, Bucharest, Romania
Nature-Based City Initiative



Nature-Based City Initiative

Credit: J. Jurik



Porto, green roofs
Nature-Based City Initiative

Credit: Google Maps Credit: J. Jurik
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CASE STUDY 4: Zürich, Münsterhof

Credit: Stadt ZürichCredit: Google Maps

Nature-Based City Initiative



Tiny Forest – a small wilderness for biodiversity boost Nature-Based City Initiative

Credit: Tiny Forest Zaanstad, Wageningen University & Research (front page photo)



Thank you
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